BIG TRUTH SESSION

UNIT 21 | SESSION 4

WE ARE SAVED BY FAITH
IN JESUS

HEBREWS 11

KEY PASSAGE:
Hebrews 11:6

BIG PICTURE QUESTION:

How can we be saved? We are only saved through faith in Jesus.

CHRIST CONNECTION:

The Bible gives examples of people who had faith, but the true hero of the
Bible is Jesus. Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the cross, and rose from the
dead. We are saved from our sins by faith in Jesus.
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PREPARE

PRIOR TO TEACHING THE SESSION

[N MINUTES

LEADER Bible Study

Faith is a common theme throughout
the Bible. We may not find the word faith
on every page; however, in nearly every
description of what God expects of His
people, there is at least an indication of faith.
Throughout Scripture, we read that faith is
the means by which God is pleased with His
people as they chose to trust Him.

Hebrews 11 emphasizes the significance of
faith by unpacking how God has been saving
His people through faith from the beginning.
From creation to the first family and on and
on throughout the lives of individuals, tribes,
and nations God uses faith as the evidence of
who belongs to His kingdom and the means
by which He gives hope.

So, what exactly is faith? According to the
author of Hebrews, “Faith is the reality of
what is hoped for, the proof of what is not
seen” (Heb. 11:1).

To be clear, this does mean that it is
possible to have faith in something other
than the truths of the Bible, the work of
Christ, and the promises of God. We may
place our faith in a future spouse, job,
experience, or accomplishment; however,
according to the Bible, only one object of
faith is truly saving before God, and that
is Jesus.

What is the object of your faith? Do you
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have hope in the unseen promises of God?
Does the object of your faith look more like a
whimsical desire for your own good, or is it
confidence in the wonderful work of a life-
giving Savior? In the grand picture of life,
there is no more important question than
this because the object of your faith will most
certainly determine the direction of

your eternity.

The individuals described in Hebrews 11
put their faith in God’s promise of a coming
Christ; therefore, their actions revealed
their trust and dependence on the Lord.
Ultimately, this produced faithfulness in their
lives and blessing from God.

Hundreds of years
from now, will your
life be associated with
this type of faith? Let
the faith of Abraham,
Sarah, Moses, and
others inspire you
to take risks in
obedience to following
Christ. Pray for a faith
that actively trusts
that God is who He
says He is and holds
tight to the confidence
that God keeps
His promises.

TERMS TO KNOW

Faith: the trustful
human response to
God's self-revelation
via His words and

His actions. Faith
yields in the believer
a confidence or sense
of assurance as he

or she continues to
trust God through His
promises. (Heb. 11:1)
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LEARN

THE STORY OF THE GOSPEL

Priiiass,

» LEARN the Bible Story

€ TELL THE BIBLE STORY: VIDEO OR STORYTELLER (10 minutes)

Open your Bible to Hebrews 11. Use the Bible storytelling tips to help you tell
the story, or show the Bible story video “We Are Saved by Faith in Jesus.” Use
the bold text to retell or review the story.

WE ARE SAVED BY FAITH IN JESUS

) STORYTELLING TIPS
i In the Book of Hebrews, we find a list of people who lived by faith. What Draw i N
s . J . . . raw it: Provide kids
is faith? Faith is being sure that what we hope for will actually happen. Faith with paper and markers.
is obeying God because we trust Him. By faith, we believe that God created Lead kids to draw a
everything from nothing, just by speaking! part of the Bible story
. . . . . as you tell it. Invite kids
Many people in the Bible had faith, and this pleased God. Abel had faith to share their drawings
when he gave an offering to God, and God accepted his offering. We must have after the story is
faith in order to please God because by faith we believe that He exists and that He finished.
rewards those who trust in Him. Display Bible story
. A . . posters: Choose some of
Noah had faith too. He obeyed God by building an ark to rescue his family. the people mentioned
Noah warned other people too because he trusted that God was telling the truth and display past Bible
when He said a flood was coming. God was pleased with Noah. story posters. Point to
. . . . the posters when you
Abraham had faith when God called him to leave his home. Abraham did not mention them in the
know where he was going, but he obeyed God. God made promises to Abraham, story.
and Abraham believed that God was going to keep His promises.
Abraham’s wife Sarah had faith. She trusted God to give her a family even
though she was too old to have children. Sarah was 90 and Abraham was
descendants. God gave them a family as numerous as the stars in the sky.
Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, and Moses had faith. Rahab had faith when she hid the
Israelite spies in Jericho. King David had faith too. All of these people trusted

God, and so did many others.

Having faith was not easy. Many of these faithful people suffered, and they
all died before God’s greatest promise—the arrival of Jesus—came true, but
they believed that God had a wonderful plan. God was pleased with them
because they trusted Him.

We know today that God’s plan came true. He kept His promise to send the
Messiah—His own Son, Jesus—to rescue people from sin.

Christ Connection: The Bible gives examples of people who had faith, but the true
hero of the Bible is Jesus. Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the cross, and rose from
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the dead. We are saved from our sins by faith in Jesus. ./
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